Where Is Boldness?

THE APOSTLES WERE CALLED ON THE CARPET by the
authorities for speaking in the name of Jesus. On being released
they prayed together: “Sovereign Lord... you made the heavens
and the earth and the sea, and everything in them.... Now, Lord,
consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your
word with great boldness....” ...And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly (Acts 4:24, 29, 31).

They prayed for boldness, God filled them with his Holy
Spirit and they spoke boldly. Isn’t this something we can do?
God still hears us. Boldness is not automatic. Even the apostles
needed it. They knew the source. They prayed. God gave it.

We imagine that Paul was confident, but he said of the
Gospel, “Pray that | may declare it fearlessly, as | should” (Eph.
6:20). Boldness doesn’t mean that your voice never shakes or
you don’t feel butterflies. Paul found his boldness for Christ but
it required prayer.

There are imposing people who are actually pretty wimpy
when they encounter any disapproval. And there are some
quiet souls who show great courage. Don’t mistake gentleness
for weakness, nor bluster for boldness. The glorious, mysterious
Holy Spirit goes where he is welcomed. God will give boldness
to anyone. Can’t you pray for this?

Where is boldness? It is there for the asking. In Luke 11
Jesus taught us a lot about prayer and ended by saying, “... how
much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!" (Luke 11:13). Do you realize God is waiting
for you to ask to be filled with his Spirit? How many of us
sincerely take him up on his offer? God has a bold vision for

your life. It’s there for the asking! m ‘

VBS Starts TONIGHT & GOES

Through Wednesday 7:00—9:00PM

VBS Brief Final Meeting after Worship on the
front row.

Youth Group: Today, after Worship; VBS decorating party.

Ice-Cream Sundae Sunday” on July 19", right after
Worship to celebrate the end of VBS and to encourage our
Guests to return! There is a sign-up sheet at the VBS
table for items to bring.

Congratulations to Tina, Adrian, Jiony, Nina &

Layla: on the birth of Adrian Antonio (A.].) Gonzalez, on
Thursday 1:44 AM. He was 5 Ibs. 15 oz., 18 2 inches. Baby
A.J. & mother Tina are doing fine. Adrian is very proud!

Children’s Church is Starting on July 19!

For ages 4-9. Children will stay in Worship with the parents
until just before the 2" Bible Reading. Then they will go
downstairs to the Fellowship Hall ‘til Noon. This time includes
Bible stories, crafts, song, and puppets. The goal is to teach
godly character and “How to be like Jesus”.



Deacons Meet: The quarterly Elders-Deacons-Preacher
meeting will be Monday, July 27t at 6:30 PM at a location to
be determined. Please join us for kick-off meeting with the
new team. It's important for us to all get started with the
same goals in mind.

Baby Shower for Tina July 26'™: Ladies who are
coming, please meet downstairs after Worship. Tina is

registered at amazon.com and Babies-R-Us. See Sandie Fabi
or Kathy Churchill if you have any questions.

We are UPDATING Our DIRECTORY: If there are
any changes that you need to make, please email them to
Collingswoodcofc@yahoo.com. If you need your picture taken
for the directory, please see Larry. Thanks for your help!

Today’s Worship Leaders
Worship Leader: Carl Smith

Welcome & Scripture: Bret Goen (Psalm 118:13-18)
Opening Prayer: Bill Ceraso
Lord’s Supper: Dave Cook, Lee Graves, Jeff, Jeremy Cook
Scripture Before Message: Tate Perazzelli (1 John 2:9-14)
Announcements & Prayer: Rick Boyle

Greeters: Dave Cook, Scott & Chris Schoener, Nawana Ceraso

Nursery: Brenda C. & Elaine Next Week- Chris Ann & Nina
Green Cleaning Team: July 15-18 Hardee Coordinates

OUTREACH/MINISTRY Worship Total.......... 112
Mark Finn — Preacher Bible Class.................. 74
Church Office- (856) 854-0197 Wed PM-Door to Door.....39
ELDERS:

Rick Boyle (856) 986-4876

Tony Ceraso, Jr. (856) 278-6276

Bret Goen (856) 996-5267

Chet Churchill (609) 560-7179 Contribution ......... $4,711
Howard Mansdoerfer (609) 790-9969 Budget Goal................. $4,260

Daily Bible Readers: 32
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