
Part 8: Go the Next Step to Develop a “Rule of 

Life” 
 

 We already have a “rule of life.”  It’s our routine.  It may 
not be planned, but we can all look back over our shoulder and 
see a pattern.  The people close to us can see it more clearly than 
we.  We need to move from a random, unconscious rule of life, to 
one that is intentional. 
 Acts 2:42 tells us the daily new life God’s people were 
living after their baptism: “They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer.” 
 A “rule of life” is simply the practical steps you take to 
connect with God in your days, weeks and year.  To be with him 
means you will change.  But don’t just look for change, look to 
“the Changer.”  Go to him and you get both.  
 Rule of life moves you out of wishes, worry, theory, and 
guessing.  It’s a call to get specific, practical.  When, where, how 
will you meet with God?  How will you keep him in focus during 
the rush of the day’s activities?  There is a lot of help for you here.  
We have spent the past eight weeks learning where to start.  We 
have already been practicing: Day-by-Day devotionals, reading, 
discussing, being silent, looking back on our life in order to move 
forward. 
 You have already been test-driving this rule of life.  The 
key now is to continue.  To set this on a shelf means we’ve missed 
the point.  It’s all been about knowing Christ and like him, 
learning to love others well.  That is no 2-month side road, but the 
very path that leads to life.  We have learned how emotional 
illiteracy can sabotage the most precious gift we have: our 
relationship with God.  All that you have is your soul. 
 A day doesn’t do much.  Daily habits do.  They add up.  
Unless we are living in fantasy, we realize change isn’t automatic.  
True, a rule of life is not salvation.  But it is a way to grow up, and 
to make sure you don’t gain the world but lose your soul.  
Everyone will hit walls on their journey.  Instead of sitting down 
in defeat, stuck at the base of the wall, God will use a rule of life to 
move you through it.  Don’t sit and quit.  Find a rule of life.  

 

LIFE Groups cover Lesson #8 today after the 
Fellowship Meal.  If you don’t have a Group yet, just 
stay for our meal and meet with Tim Jones’ Group in 
the Fellowship Hall afterward. 
 

Our “12-Hours of Thanksgiving Prayer”: is next 

Saturday, November 21st.  Everyone is invited to come out 
and pray with us for an hour of your choosing.  The shifts start 
at 6AM and end at 5PM.  Those willing to lead are asked to 

sign-up on the bulletin board.  We will take turns praying for 

the future of Collingswood Church in 2016.  When we 

work, we work, but when we PRAY, GOD WORKS! 
  

“Thanksgiving Catch-up Sunday” Collection 
is NEXT SUNDAY, Nov. 22nd Please start praying 

about how you can contribute. Our Goal is $37,500.  Catch-
up with our Ministries- $28,000, Saving on Utilities (Windows)- 
$3,000, and Worship & People (Heartsaver, Soundsystem, Ladies 

Room)- $6,500. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group:  Saturday, November 21ST, Join us for 

the TEEN HOUR of PRAYER at 5PM at the church. 
 

Thanksgiving Dinner for Those in Need: Bring in 

non-perishable items to the basket in the lobby.  If you want 
to donate cash, get it to Nelson, our Deacon of Benevolence.   
 

Serving at New Visions 9AM, this Sat. Nov. 21 
 

Want to learn more about being a part of 
Collingswood Church of Christ ? 

Well… Come to our NEW Member’s Class  

Nov. 22, right   after   Worship in the “Teen Room.”  
This  brief, no-obligation class includes refreshments.   

Talk to us! 
 



Our Condolences to the Dougherty Family in 
the Passing of Joe: Our brother, Joe Dougherty, passed 

away peacefully on Tuesday at the hospital.  Keep Lydia, 
young Jacob, and the rest of the family in prayer.  The 
Viewing is Monday, Nov. 16, at 9:30 AM, followed by 
the Funeral at 10:30 here at the church building. 
 

Gingerbread Houses: will be made Dec. 6th after 
Worship Service.  There will be a table in the foyer soon 

with instructions. Candy & other items are needed to 
decorate with.  There will be a sign-up list if you are coming 
and for parents to sign-up to bring decorating items. See 
Debbie Powers with questions. 
 

Christmas Party December 13th, 6:00 PM: There 

will be sign-up sheets for food and to be part of the Talent 
Show.  Team #2 will be setting-up, serving and cleaning-up. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
Worship Leader: Gerry Hogan 

Welcome & Scripture: Carl Smith (Psalm 134:1-3) 
Opening Prayer: Jack Swinehart  

Lord’s Supper: Dan Swinehart, Lee, Bill Ceraso, John Corbett 
Scripture Before Message: Jiony Colon (Acts 2:42-47)  

Announcements & Prayer: Bret Goen 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nursery: Debbie & Nina   Next Week- Bibi & Elaine 
Red Cleaning Team:  Nov. 18-21   Lillian Coordinates  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

OUTREACH/MINISTRY    Worship .................. 123 
Mark Finn – Preacher                             Bible Class ................ 76     
Church Office- (856) 854-0197    Wed PM ..................... 59 
ELDERS:    L.I.F.E Groups ........... 77 

Rick Boyle (856) 986-4876      
Tony Ceraso, Jr. (856) 278-6276     
Bret Goen (856) 996-5267     
Chet Churchill (609) 560-7179     Contribution .....  $1,656 

Howard Mansdoerfer (609) 790-9969    Budget Goal .......... $4,260 

Daily Bible Readers:15 …  Wow!  What 
happened?! 
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“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain  
           of what we do not see.”  (Hebrews 11:1)  
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